
The People of Oxford Road



Discovering Daily Lives

Lots of different people lived on the Oxford Road with very different lives! 

If we look at one person on the Oxford Road, for example John Stephens, a corn miller who was aged 54 
in 1911. What sort of things might he have done? What would be important to him? Do you think he 
bought milk from the local dairy, or went to the local pub? Maybe he needed to repair furniture or fix his 
bike? 

Thinking about things like this can help build a picture (or a story) of what a person’s life was like! 

We want you to choose a person from the census records in this resource to create a story. 

Maybe there is a hole in the roof and they need to to get it fixed with slate, or they’re seeing a family 
member off at the train station, or they need to get a new shirt because they burned one whilst ironing 
it! 

Use the business directories to discover where your character might have shopped, worked or even got 
repairs in their daily lives!



Activity 1: Build a character part 1

Choose a person from one of the census sheets and answer the following questions:

• Where do they live?

• How many people lived with them?

• What jobs did they have?

• What age are they?

• Did they have any lodgers?

• Why do you think they might have had lodgers?



Activity 2: Build a character part 2 

Now that you have answered some 
questions about where your character 
lives, we need to find out where they go 
during the day!

Look at the business directories to find 
places where your character might have 
used or even worked at! 

Use a highlighter to highlight business on 
the Oxford Road in the Business 
directories.



Activity 3: Building a Story

You have found lots of information about individuals on the Oxford Road and different shops and businesses that those 
individuals may have used or even worked at! Now you can begin to tell a story about your Character.

Here are some questions to help you start:

• How will their day start?

• Do they have a problem?

• How can they solve it?

• Who can help them solve their problem?

• Where do they need to go?

• How did the problem get solved (did it get solved at all)?

• What does the end of their day look like?



Census Records, Directories and 
Registers
In this resource you will find a selection of census records from 1891 and 1911. Census records were taken every 10 years and so
fall in years like 1911, 1921, etc. 

There are also extracts business directories from 1887, 1899 and 1914. 

Try to match the businesses you use with your character to the year your character appears in a census.

It is possible that the businesses in 1914 were around in 1911 and were therefore used by the people in the 1911 census. We 
don’t have directories that completely match up to the census years but we can make some educated guesses about people and 
businesses in the Oxford Road in the 1911 – 1914 time-frame. The same goes for the 1887 and 1899 directories with the 1981 
census.

Ancestry.com

You can also search for more directories and census information for different time frames on Ancestry in the Oxford Road area to
match up people you find to the places they may have gone to buy milk, repair furniture and get their bike fixed!



1887

Directory

On this page, you will find 
the following business on 
the Oxford Road:
• Straw bonnet makers
• Surgeons

Can you imagine a 
situation where you might 
need one because of the 
other?!



1899

Directory

On this page, you will find 
the following business on 
the Oxford Road:
• Servants registry Offices
• Shirt makers
• Shopkeepers



1899

Directory

On this page, you will find 
the following business on 
the Oxford Road:
• Ladies Outfitters
• Painters & House 

Decorators
• Photographers

*Could your character be 
trying to arrange a family 
photo?



1891 Census

157 Oxford 
Road – 169 
Oxford Road



1891 Census
Address Name and surname of person Relationship to head Age Profession Where born
157 Oxford Road Henry Parker Head 34 Bank Clerk Maidstone

Florence Wife 32 Tadesham
Rupert Son 6 Scholar Berks, Reading
Ida Daughter 5 Berks, Reading
Nellie Daughter 2 Berks, Reading
Eliza Adales 16 General Servant Berks, Reading
Emily Harkett 15 Nurse girl Berks, Reading

159 Oxford Road Charles Cales Head 69 Chemist Stockwell
Sarah Wife 80 Adderton
Mary E Daughter 44 Chemist Assistant Berks, Reading
Ann Parkins Servant 46 General Servant Brentford

161 Oxford Road Harry Bound Head 45 Commercials Clerk Dorset Witchampton
Anthia Wife 27 Great Straseley
Henry Nephew 9 Scholar Southampton

163 Oxford Road Samuel Hampton Head 27 Commercials Clerk London Kensington
Elizabeth Wife 61 Eton

Arthur Son 22
Articled Clerk - Soliciter's
Office Berks, Reading

Marian Daughter 19 Berks, Reading
Herbert Son 15 Lithographer's apprentice Berks, Reading

165 Oxford Road Elizabeth Burton Head 64 Living on her mourn/means Hungerford
Rebecca Buckridge Sister 63 Hungerford
Sarah Arnall 18 General Servant Didert

167 Oxford Road Alfred Howsler Head 50 Retired Corn Dealer Oscan
Sarah Wife 50 Berks, Reading
Albert Son 7 Berks, Reading
Bessie Aubrey Servant 14 General Servant Berks, Reading

169 Oxford Road John Kidgell/Ridgell Head 50 Lock Manufacturer's Manager Berks, Reading
Sarah Wife Isle of Man
Herbert Son 9 Scholar Berks, Reading

157 Oxford Road –
169 Oxford Road



1914

Business 

directory

On this page, you will find 
the following business on 
the Oxford Road:
• Cycle Manufacturers, 

Agents & Dealers
• Dairymen & Cowkeepers



1914

Business 

directory

On this page, you will find 
the following business on 
the Oxford Road:
• Mechanical Engineers 

(iron works)
• Estate Agents
• Fancy Repositories (or 

Bazars*)

(*These were shops that 
might sell all manner of 
finery, like lace, or fancy 
food, like caviar!)



1911 Census
163 Oxford Road



1911 Census
163 Oxford Road

Address Name and surname of person Relationship to head Age Profession Industry Birthplace
163 Oxford Road Samuel Hampton Head 78 Commercial Clerk - Pensioner Biscuit Manufacturing Kensington, London

Elizabeth Wife 81 Buckinghamshire, Eton
Herbert Son 39 Designer to the printing trade Process engineering work Berkshire, reading
Clara Penn Servant 21 Domestic Servant
Letita Jarman Visitor 49 Matron, Preparatory School School mistress Canterbury, Kent


