
Using Ancestry



About this resource

This resource is design to support your exploration of the history of 
Oxford Road.
Through out this resource, you will find:
• Descriptions of the documents found on Ancestry
• Tips on how to make searches
• A demonstration of how to build a profile of an individual

Ancestry is a really useful tool to support your research of locations 
and people. The information found in records can help to build a 
picture of daily lives of the people who lived on the Oxford Road.



Different kinds of Records on Ancestry

• Census
• Directories
• Electoral register
• Birth, Marriage and Death Certificates
• Photographs
• Schools, Directories & Church Histories
• Military documents
• Immigration/emigration documents
• Stories



Census

A census can give us lots of information 
about who lives at an address. A census is 
taken every 10 years which can be helpful 
if you want to build a picture of a person 
over many decades. 

Through this resource you can discover:
• The names of people who live at one 

address
• Their occupations
• Their age 
• Their gender
• If they are all part of the same family or 

if they are lodgers



Directories

Directories show people’s surnames listed in 
alphabetical order. Then it will show an initial 
or their first name. Lastly it will show their 
address. 

• They will give you a name and an address
• They won’t give you an occupation or a 

sense of how many different people lived 
there.

• They do not list people by address so you will 
need to search through a page looking for 
addresses on or near the Oxford Road.

• They will also list businesses which could be 
owned the person listed at that address.



Electoral register

This is a record of everyone who is 
eligible to vote in an area. People 
who are eligible to vote are people 
with a British Nationality who are 
over 18. 

This records will not usually show a 
picture of a document but show a 
name, address and date when 
someone was registered on the 
electoral register.



Birth, Marriage and Death Certificates
When searching for records you can filter by Birth, 
Marriage and Death and then filter further into the three 
topics. Marriage can also be linked to baptism of children 
and good way to see how families grew. The above are life 
changing events that could be crossed check with census 
records to see if marriage and the birth of children had 
significant changes to a person’s career.

These records show us:

• Where a person was born

• Their name

• When and where they were married

• Who they married

• Who witnessed the marriage

• Who their father was

• Who their mother was

• When and where they died

• When and where they were buried



Pictures/Photographs
Photographs can be a great source of information. They
can tell us how people dressed and sometimes they can
show us how they dressed differently for different events
or jobs.

Often when people search for photographic records of
their ancestors they are looking for a family resemblance.

In the past photographs were often taken for special
occasions because they were more expensive to take and
produce than they are today. That can tell us how
important these events might have been to the person
who took them.

The first picture is of McIlroy’s department store and was
either commissioned by the store or by a journalist for a
newspaper.

The second is of the Stephens family who lived at 638
Oxford Road.



Military documents
Military documents tell you about a person’s career 
in any military organisation. There is a specific 
search page for military records to help focus your 
search using dates of service, if you know them. 
They can include some of the documents listed 
below: 
• Draft, Enlistment and Service
• Casualties
• Soldier, Veteran & Prisoner Rolls & Lists
• Pension Records
• Histories
• Awards & Decorations of Honour
• News
• Disciplinary Actions
• Photos



Immigration/emigration documents

If you filter through immigration or 
emigration you will be able to find 
records of people movement around the 
world. Some of these records will come 
from other countries. Pictured is a 
passenger list from ship leaving 
Liverpool.

This will include:
• Passenger Lists
• Crew Lists
• Border Crossings & Passports
• Citizenship Records
• Immigration & Emigration Books



Stories

Sometimes people will have put together stories of their 
ancestors linked to a family tree, with photographs and 
documents collected together. They will also add stories of their 
ancestor that they may have heard from family members or 
even the featured ancestor themselves.
These really build a detailed picture of an individual. Details 
that may be missing from official records like personality, the 
hobbies they enjoyed and the friends they made.
Stories can be really helpful in bringing a person to life, 
connecting us to the way they lived. 



Searches
Choosing the right terms in your search will help to focus the 
records that will appear in the results. You can focus on 
different things in your search.

In the search page:
• If you have a name, put the name, middle name and surname 

in the set boxes.
• In location put Oxford Road, Reading, Berkshire Endland
• If you know of an event in a particular year that you want to 

link your search to, you can add event under ‘add event’.
• In Key words you can focus on occupation like: iron worker, 

rail worker, White Hart Hotel, etc. This will help specify your 
search

• You can filter by the type of documents that you want to look 
at and then click on categories (on the right-hand side) to 
focus on the census in particular years.

• You can also filter your search on the left-hand side once you 
have your search results.



How to build a profile

Let’s have a look at Samuel Hampton. 

So, we have done a search with the key 
word’s ‘Oxford Road’ with the location 
being Reading, Berkshire, England. We’ve 
left the year empty and the search results 
have given us a range of options.

We spot a directory result from 1914: 
Hampton, Samuel – 163 Oxford Road



Samuel Hampton

That is a great start. We have an address that is on the 
Oxford Road and we have a name and a year to investigate.

Next, we want to see where else we can find Samuel.

Let’s put in a search for a census record in that time period.

We find a census result for him in 1911 at the same address 
– so now we know that he has been at the same address for 
at least 3 years.

The census also tells us who he was living with and what his 
occupation was at that time which is a Commercial Clerk in 
Biscuit manufacturing – so he may well have worked for 
Huntley and Palmers.



Samuel Hampton

Fantastic! We had an address and now we’ve got 
confirmation that he continued to live at that address for 
another 3 years. We also know what his job was as well as 
his wife’s name – Elizabeth.

Samuel is listed at 78 and his wife at 81, with their son being 
39 and single. His son has a job, as a printer, so he might be 
waiting to marry before moving out and starting a family.

From the census, we know that he lives with one son, 
Herbert and that he either has a servant or that Clara Penn 
is a servant somewhere else and lodges with him.

We can also tell that they had a visitor staying with them at 
the time of the census, Letita Jarman, who is a Matron at a 
preparatory school.

Without comparing to other records, this already tells us a 
lot about the household at 163 Oxford Road



What else can we find out?
So we know what Samuel was doing in 1911 and 1914. Can 
we find out anything else?

Where has he come from?

Did he live at 163 Oxford Road for the rest of his life?

Well, if we look back at earlier census, 1871, we find Samuel 
living at a different address in Reading – 8 Baker Street. He 
has married Elizabeth and has a 2 year-old son, Arthur.

We also see that he had 2 servants and he already has the 
job of Commercial Clerk so we can begin to see that he has 
been in the same role for a long time!

Hint: if you are having trouble understanding the writing, you 
can click ‘view others on page’ and it will show the list of 
names clearly!



Filling in the blanks

We jumped from 1911 all the way back to 
1871. We have some gaps in the middle and 
we still don’t know about his life before 1871.

We know that census information is taken 
every 10 years so we can search for 
information in the years 1861, 1881, 1891. 

We also know from the 1871 census that 
Samuel was 37, so that will help us to work 
out the year to look for any record of his 
birth! 

1871-37=1834

Well, we don’t have a record of his birth but 
we can find a record of his baptism in the 
parish register in about the right date 1833!



Street-view to look at houses!

There is more that we can find out about 
Samuel and we can do that by using some 
nifty searches in street-view. This really helps 
us to look at the different houses a person 
may have lived in over the years.

It can help us understand if their status and 
wealth changed by seeing the size, location 
and design of the house.

In 1851, Samuel is recorded as a servant in 
another house-hold and we know that he 
later gets himself a well-paying jobs with 
servants of his own.

Eton, where Samuel lived 
as a servant in 1851

163 Oxford Road, where 
Samuel lived with his 
family from 1887 until his 
death in 1918



Activity: What else can you find out?

There is still some information that we have missed out about Samuel. Answer the questions below 
to fill in the blanks.

In 1833, he was baptized at _____________ in London

His Mum was ____________ and his dad was ____________

In 1861, Samuel lived at _______________ and his occupation was ___________

He was ____ years old

He was boarding with the __________ family

In 1880, he lived at __ Baker Street. The last address that he had lived at in Baker Street was __.


